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being selected as one of Pennsylvania’s top 
youth volunteers of 2016 by Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards. 

Kendra is a senior at Meyersdale Area High 
School, and one of the 29,000 students across 
the United States to participate in the 21st an-
nual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
program. Kendra helped her high school raise 
$5,000 to support breast cancer research by 
sponsoring a ‘‘Flamingo Flocking’’ pink fla-
mingo event. Kendra is also the President of 
her school’s student council, organizes com-
munity cleanup days along with other school 
activities and fundraisers. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Kendra is 
one we all should strive for. Her willingness to 
serve her community and Pennsylvania sets 
her apart as an outstanding individual and I 
am honored to represent her in the United 
States Congress. I ask that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Kendra 
for this achievement and wishing her nothing 
but continued success. 
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HONORING CAPTAIN WILLIAM 
‘‘BILL’’ MCDONOUGH FOR HIS 
WORK IN SUPPORT OF THE 
PORTSMOUTH NAVAL SHIPYARD 
FOLLOWING HIS PASSING ON 
JANUARY 11, 2016 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
extend my sincerest condolences and sym-
pathy to the family of Captain Bill McDonough. 
Captain McDonough was a former commander 
of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, having 
served as its commander from 1974–1979 
when he retired from the U.S. Navy. In the 
Granite State, Bill was most commonly known 
as the Washington representative to the Sea-
coast Shipyard Association (SSA), a post he 
assumed in 1991. 

During many attempts by the Department of 
Defense to close the Portsmouth Naval Ship-
yard as part of the Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Process, in his role with the SSA Bill led 
the charge in support of keeping this important 
base open. He worked with current and former 
shipyard employees to highlight the important 
work done on the shipyard in support of the 
Navy’s fleet of submarines. His expertise was 
sought after by many Members of Congress 
over the years who looked to Bill for his on the 
ground knowledge of the shipyard and its 
workers, and through these joint efforts and 
under Bill’s strong leadership we were able to 
save our beloved shipyard from closure. 

New Hampshire and the shipyard lost a true 
friend to the community and we will forever be 
grateful for his hard work and love of the com-
munity he held so dear. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRED-
ERICK DOUGLASS BICENTENNIAL 
COMMISSION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birthday of Frederick Douglass, I in-
troduce a bill that would establish a bicenten-
nial commission to study ways that the federal 
government might honor and celebrate the life 
of Douglass during the bicentennial anniver-
sary of his birth, in 2018. 

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in 
1818 on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He 
learned basic reading skills from his mistress 
and continued to teach himself and other 
slaves to read and write despite the risks he 
faced, including death. After two attempts, 
Douglass successfully escaped to New York 
and became an abolitionist and anti-slavery 
lecturer. He went on to serve in several ad-
ministrations, including as a close advisor to 
President Abraham Lincoln, U.S. Marshal of 
the District of Columbia under President Ruth-
erford B. Hayes, and District of Columbia Re-
corder of Deeds under President James Gar-
field. In 1889, President Benjamin Harrison 
appointed Frederick Douglass to be the U.S. 
minister to Haiti. He was later appointed by 
President Ulysses S. Grant to serve as sec-
retary of the commission of Santo Domingo. 

Douglass dedicated his life to achieving jus-
tice for all Americans. He lived in the District 
of Columbia for 23 of his 57 years as a free 
man and was deeply committed to obtaining 
equal congressional voting and self-govern-
ment rights for District residents. His home at 
Cedar Hill was established as a National His-
toric Site in Southeast Washington, D.C., and 
his statue in the United States Capitol is a gift 
from the 650,000 American citizens of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

My bill would establish a commission to ex-
amine ways the federal government can honor 
Douglass during the bicentennial anniversary 
of his birth, including the issuance of a Fred-
erick Douglass bicentennial postage stamp, 
the convening of a joint meeting or joint ses-
sion of Congress for ceremonies and activities 
relating to Frederick Douglass, a rededication 
of the Frederick Douglass National Historic 
Site, and the acquisition and preservation of 
artifacts associated with Frederick Douglass. 
The Commission would report its findings and 
recommendations to Congress. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 350TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FIRST CON-
GREGATIONAL CHURCH OF OLD 
LYME, CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the 350th Anniversary of The First 
Congregational Church of Old Lyme and to 
thank its generations of members for their 
community building efforts over the past three 
and a half centuries. 

The First Congregational Church of Old 
Lyme was founded in 1666 in Old Lyme, Con-
necticut, fifteen years after the Mayflower ar-
rived in North America and has maintained its 
place as a facet of early American history. 
Since its founding, the church has been a pio-
neer in its faith and continues to contribute to 
the rich history of our region. Its congregation 
has included many notable Americans includ-
ing the Noyes, who were original trustees of 
Yale University, and Samuel Holden Parsons, 
who led his regiment in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill during the American Revolution. Over the 
decades the church dealt with disaster and 
growth, and the church meetinghouse was re-
built many times. The current meetinghouse is 
a landmark and an icon in the region and has 
served as inspiration for many artists from the 
area. 

Today, The First Congregational Church of 
Old Lyme has grown to include almost a thou-
sand members in its congregation. These 
members participate in efforts all over the 
world to improve the lives of others. From 
local Habitat to Humanity efforts, to estab-
lishing partnerships with churches in South Af-
rica, to building interfaith relationships in 
southeastern Connecticut, the First Church of 
Old Lyme has built a legacy of service and 
community that will continue for many dec-
ades to come. 

I ask my colleagues to please join me in 
wishing the First Congregational Church of 
Old Lyme a joyous celebration of their 350th 
Anniversary. 
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H–GAC 2015 PARKS AND NATURAL 
AREAS AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Richmond, Texas for earning the 
Houston-Galveston Area Council (H–GAC) 
2015 Parks and Natural Areas Award. 

The H–GAC Areas Award projects, like the 
one done by Richmond, help promote positive 
projects for the surrounding parks and natural 
areas. The City of Richmond received Special 
Recognition in the Planning Process competi-
tion. This project consists of a strategic design 
and progression of a communitywide trail net-
work developed by the city of Richmond. We 
are extremely proud of the city of Richmond 
and thank them for their commitment to im-
proving the quality of life for its residents. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to 
Richmond for receiving this award and helping 
to strengthen our community. 
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HONORING CHARLES WOOLLETT IN 
CELEBRATION OF HIS 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my congratulations to Charles 
Woollett in celebration of his upcoming 100th 
birthday on March 12, 2016. 
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